[Levosimendan-long-term inodilation in an infant with myocardial infarction].
An infant with myocardial infarction due to congenital stenosis of the left coronary artery with consecutive left ventricular dysfunction and mitral regurgitation developed refractory pulmonary hypertension (PHT) and recurrent PHT crises. Catecholamines to support cardiac function, or pulmonary vasodilators like inhaled nitric oxide showed no effect. Treatment with Levosimendan (Simdax), a new inodilator, combining both inotropic and pulmonary vasodilating effects, improved left ventricular dysfunction, increased cardiac index, decreased pulmonary vascular resistance and reduced frequency and extent of the PHT crises. This case may suggest the use of Levosimendan as a long-term inotropic agent and pulmonary vasodilator in children with depressed cardiac function.